
LEBANON’S FEMINIST CIVIL SOCIETY PLATFORM
Disheartened by the recent cases of heinous murders against women and girls

STATEMENT

Beirut, 30th March 2022

The Lebanon Feminist Civil Society Platform is disheartened by the recent events during the month of March, 
Women’s History Month, and which included consecutive cases of heinous murders against women and girls. The 
Platform is alarmed by the brutality of the crimes and the equally brutal assaults on the victims on social media and 
other forms of communication, by the general population, as well as by known figures in the public, media, political 
and religious realms. Yet again, crimes against women and girls are justified by patriarchal social norms that define 
morality as a perpetual state of obedience and subordination to men and to male-constructed systems of belief. 
Departing from such systems incurs silencing of women and girls, oftentimes through murder.

The platform is also concerned about the ways in which certain judicial authorities have dealt with the crime of 
kidnapping and murder of a mother and her three daughters with carelessness and nonchalance, thus leaving the 
perpetrators to enjoy their freedom and impunity until they were finally caught by armed forces.

It is our belief that patriarchal social norms coupled with discriminatory and oppressive personal status laws and 
lack of access to justice are the reasons why terrible crimes against women continue unabated. Impunity, careless 
measures, and a continuous inherent belief in women’s de facto guilt as they depart from social norms, all play a 
role in reproducing such crimes.

The Platform affirms its position vis-a-vis all crimes against women and girls in their diversity, and calls for an end to 
impunity, to the imposition of civil laws and personal status laws that recognize, denounce, and penalize all forms 
of violence against women and girls in their diversity; and to embarking on a nationwide campaign calling out the 
lethal impact of patriarchal gendered norms.

The signatories

Lebanon’s Feminist Civil Society Platform is formed of 52 feminist civil society actors and activists who were convened by UN Women in the 
aftermath of the 4th of August blast and issued a unified Charter of Demands to put women’s issues at the center of the disaster response plan. 
Since then, the Feminist Platform conducted various advocacy efforts including the contribution to the development of the Lebanon Reform, 
Recovery & Reconstruction Framework (3RF) sector plans as well as meetings with representatives of the donor community in Lebanon and the 
leadership of the United Nations, European Union, and the World Bank to share their gendered priorities and demands.

ABAAD

Abnaa Saida Al Balad association

Beity Association

Center for Inclusive Buisness and 

Leadership for Women (CIBL.W/ AUB)

Collective for Research & Training on 

Development - Action (CRTDA)

Dar Al Amal

FE-MALE

Fifty Fifty

Haven for Artists

Joumana Haddad Freedoms Center

Justice Without Frontiers (JWF)

KAFA (enough) Violence & Exploitation

Khateera

Lebanese Association for Democratic 

Elections (LADE)

Lebanese League for Women in 

Business (LLWB)

Lebanon Family Planning Association 

for Sustainable Development

Madaniyat

Maharat Foundation

Mouvement Social

Ondes

Palestinian Women’s Humanitarian 

Organization (PWHO)

Restart center for Rehabilitation of 

Victims of Violence and Torture

Soins Infirmiers et Developpement 

Communautaire (SIDC)

The Arab Institute for Women (AiW/ 

LAU)

The Lebanese Council to Resist Violence 

Against Woman (LECORVAW)

The Lebanese Women Democratic 

Gathering (RDFL)

Dr. Carmen Geha

Dr. Lina Daouk-Öyry

Ms. Abir Chebaro

Ms. Lina Abou Habib

Ms. Manar Zaiter

https://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/08/charter-of-demands-lebanon

